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Advertiſement. 


WH E author 4 the followin g * thinks it 
incumbent on him to declare, that in the character 


* he has drawn, no particular perſons are meant. A gene- 


ral obſervation of mankind gave birth to the plan on which. 
this epiſtle proceeds; ; and he flatters himſelf that the leaſt 
ſurvey of the world will prove it juſt. He hopes alſo that 
no deduction to his diſadvantage will be made, or he looked 
on as one of a cynical, ill-natured. diſpoſition, from any | 
ſevere refleions he has had occaſion to draw: The ſhaft is 
not levelled at particulars, particulars therefore cannot rea- 
fonably be offended at what ariſes from Gly experience. 
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ETHIC EPIST L E, 


Inſcribed' to the 


nt” Mrs. D.—-Y. 
FIN DEST of W liſten and excuſe 
we 2 


IX This fond intruſion of my filial muſe: 

How bleſt my ſoul ! how glows my honeſt "5 om ' 
To thee by nature's tendereſt tie ally'd : 

Pleas d, and with wonder, all thy worth 1 view, 
Then pay the homage to ſuch virtue due. 

Others too praiſe thee, and admiring ſee 

A perſect pattern of all good in Thee. ; 
Thy foſt ring care firſt prun d my trembling wing, 


* 


Tau ght me to ſoar,” and gave me life to fog: 
Ii 


TS 15 

Tis” filial piety inſcribes thy name, 
And fondly gives thee this attempt to fame. 
How oft with pleaſing rapture have I hung 
On each ſoft accent flowing from thy tongue! 
"7 hy method fo endearing, Virtue wore 

A gayer face, and charms unknown before : 
But, when o erflowing with thy deep diſtreſs, 


Silence ſpoke more than language cou'd expreſs, 


When the big drop tood-trembling in thy eye, 


A parent's yearnings burſting in a ſigh, : 
When thy fond ſoul did o er thy pratling gaze, 
Revolving future ſcenes for future days, 
And, in the anguiſh of thy troubled breaſt, - 
Claſpt thy young babe, while tears declar d the reſt; 
The ſoft infection caught my infant eye, 

I wept to ſee thee weep, yet knew not why. 
If in theſe pages ſcatter d thou canſt find, 

A few faint traces of thy ow n good mind, 
Forgive my faults too numerous; 3 nor complain 6 


Thoſe Leſſons infancy receiv d were vain, 


1 33 


O read attentive | Whilſt, in aten lay, 
Truths drawn fc juſt experience 1 e 5 
N Explore the mazy labyrinth of man; 5 2 
Trace each mæander of the god-like plan; 8 
Aſſign a cauſe, why all our actions tend x” 
(Tho varying in themſelves) to one great end: 3 
With honeſt freedom due enquiring uſe, _ 
Judge for myſelf, and by my judgment chuſe. 
But bold the taſk, and arduous to the mind, 
1 nleſs ſtrong parts with ſtronger ſenſe i is Join d. 

Fi or error oft, too ſpecious to the fight, 1 
Deceives our judgment, by appearing richt. 

If once we err, in vain conviction tries 
To point the truth, all aid our pride denies, 
And, rather than ack nowledge it is wrong, 
Defends its faults, and boldly blunders on. 
Conſcious of this, may Reaſon be my guide, | 
Sweet-ſmiling Candour o'er my ſteps preſide, | 
Whilſt, boldly daring, I attempt to know 
5 The ſecret: pong,» whence human action: flow. | 
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Our firſ poſition and great truth, is "this ö "op 


Who follows nature cannot act amiſs, 
Hence I conclude, and to this point refer, | 
That thoſe who moſt forſake her, moſt will e err 11. 


What N ature means tis proper next to ſcan, | 


Nature is active Providence i in mans; | 
Great Truths implanted on the ſoul by Heay' n, 


And a juſt Rule for human actions giv n. 


But moſt, impatient of this general law, | 
Will deviate firſt, then falſe concluſions draw.. | 
And, pleas'd. their own. abſurdities to ſereen, 


Make nature, what ſhe ne er intended A mean. 


Aſk you the cauſe 7 Oh! view that endleſs kite 
With warring paſſions which we wage thro life; 


(For moſt will cheriſh ſome peculiar, vice,, 


Ambition, Pleaſure, Pride, or Avarice,, 
And, as directed by this fay rite will, | 


They e ee füt HL), 


* Naturb optima recte 9 dux. Tull + Amie." Hs 
Naturam fi ſequemur ducem, 1 nunquam aberrabimus. Offie. n 
Natura duce. errari nullo pacto poteſt, de Leg. 
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Blindly capricious, never twice the fame, 


| To-morrow praiſing, what to-day we blame: 
Always unhappy, as without controul, 

Theſe paſſions rule deſpotic o er the ſoul; 

: Give one indulgence, give it ſcope and KY 
Another riſes harder yet to pleaſe. 


Yet even here arraign not heay's n's intent, 


Who with each paſſion, hath i in wiſdom lent” 
| Means to controul, authority to bind, 
And ſenſe to guide each ſtruggling of the mind. 
- But, tho' ſo chan geable the heart of ry 

80 inconſiſtent i in his ev ry plan, 
Yet one fixt principle! in all we fd: = | 
IN TERESTH, the conſtant. bias of the If 
Intereſt, the ſpring whence all our acts proceed, 
The ſecret cauſe that reconciles each deeds 
Intereſt thro' life attendant on the ſoul, 
Blends in our actions, and direct the whole. 
But acts with leſs or greater influence, 
As men have | better or inferior ſenſe. 
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To ſome peculiar quality pretends : : 
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T th differ ence then? twixt fools and men of parts, 


Lies here, alike their principles and hearts,) 


But with nice care the man of ſenſe conceals | 


'Thoſe truths, a fool without a a bluſh reveals. | | 
Look round the world | - Lol one for private ends, | 
(Deceit at heart, low cunning all his ade) 15 


Procures the friendſhip of { ome wealthy fool; 


Studies Bis foibles with unwearied pains, . 


F latters them nicely, and his purpoſe gains: : 
That knows you childleſs, — - then proteſts regard, 1, 


And has your fortune as his 15 J reward. 5 


A third becomes a patriot, and pretend 


He ſerves his country, — — but he ſerves his ends ; 
Like Falſtaff thinks, chat honor s but a name, 


And ſterlin g gold of greater worth chan Fame. 
Cloak d with religion, (eu TY raſcal 8 tool,) 
A ſourth ſecurely cheats each praying foal. 


How plain the inference | — vivthp only means | 


Eee cunning in life” $ buy feenes': EY 
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That Knavery always muſt Crim pARAt me” > 

| Whilſt real Merit unſupported dies: 
That Friendſhip s but a bubble, that fd 

N of from the perſon riſes, but reward : 

And he eſteem'd of higheſt worth, who can 

| With niceſt art deceive his fellow man. | 

Hence too our ſenſe of honor has its riſe, 

As all our influence with our honor dies : 

(A word of that nice meaning it conveys 

A raſcal's virtue, and a hero's praiſe.) _ 

Nor farther will the world each other truſt 
Than as they think each other's actions juſt, 

Yet ſome exceptions to this rule we find 

Men who poſſeſs an open worthy A | 

Whoſe days are chequer'd by this ſimple plan, #1S 

| Reſpect to Heav'n, humanity to man : oe! 

Who, unpolluted by the gen Tal ill, 


Follow true nature, and are honeſt ill: 
But theſe how few | how ſeldom he appears | 
The riſing wonder of a thouſand Years! 


: K > es 
$ : 


Now- burſting on. the Lada 0 D—— | in n thee, 


A bleſſing to thy country, and to me. 


Others there are, in whom tis hard to ſay 


If vice or virtue bear the greater ſway: 

A motley brood! ſo very dull they find, 

No ruling paſſion to impel the mind. | 
Whom neither kindneſs nor affronts can roule: 
To juſt revenge, or friendſhip's mutual vows, 


But plod thro' life, implicitly obey, 


As the firſt whim. or raſcal leads the way: 
When age adyances, and in headſtrong youth, 


Or blindly err, or ſtumble upon truth. 


Others we find too lazy to be knaves, 


Too dull for buſineſs, and to fancy ſlaves; 
Who, born of folly, chequer ey ry dax 


With various ſports, and trifle life away: 
Who fancy Heay'n no pleaſures can Ape, 


Beyond the dull enjoyments of their ſenſe ; 


=” 


And reaſon giv'n them. mencly to fru, 
The wants of nature, eat, drink, ſleep, and die, 


—— 
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Nor with more pleaſure does the future ri, 

For no ideas in thenifelves they find, il ai o © 
{If time once lingers) to employ the min. 
But fill the void with buſy trifling things, oc 

As catching but er ies, or counting pins. ts: 10 
Turn then from theſe, and view wh atlas . mY 
Men deeply vers'd in languages and books; 

Moroſe, impertinent, ill-natur d, proud, 

Dull, and {to hide it) troubleſome and bad 


Who, » I ſmall knowledge from old authors draw, 
Eſteem them facred, and their writings Law ; * 
Orixx that Empires, Laws, and Cuſtoms, laſt 


The fame at preſent : as in ages paſt: 


Can tell why Tarquin was expell d and fled, 

vet know not whether Charles, or Cromwell bled: 
Try each young genius by ſcholaſtic rules, 
Then boldly praiſe chem, or pronounce them _m—__ 
As fancy, intereſt; ar more powerful pride 
Direct their e and their (HO m- ng 
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Who form their notions of the world, and man. 


On ſome philoſopher's exploded plan. 
Then. come in life, pedantic and unknown, | 
Are cheated, laugh'd at, ridicul'd, _ 2200 at 
Say then,—can theſe who ſtudy to no end, 
Or thoſe, whoſe hours important trifles d 
Their great Creator's' high in intent falt 
By partial acts againſt a general will? 


Oh, no! Hark ! Nature thro' her works cries | 19d] : | it 


The world i is made for man, and man for Gov. : 
To this, 5 three ſeparate duties owe their birth, 
Binding to all, and man' 8 great end on earth. 


he firſt we pay in rev rence due to Hear” " 
Ourſelves the next, to. man the third is giv in: : 


Yet cen in. theſe obſerve diſtin@tions nice 2 


And know chat — Viarus IN EXTREME 18 view,” 


That Reaſon fails and Error leads aſide, 
When man obeys not this ne er failing wide; 


Then timely.wiſc, project. a better plan, 
And. know, fa proper ay is for may,” 


E 
„ Follow this maxim, ſafely ſteer between 
The two extremes, and find the golden mean; 
Aim not at excellence; let acting __ 
Suffice : : — Heav'n never made us to excel. 
How bow acknowled ge theſe great truths below I 
Of theſe, how few will practice what they know ! 
But form and follow - as their paſſions wilk 5 
Some plan abſurd, that always tends to ill; 
From this ſtrange diſcord in the human breaſt, 
(Where all eſteem their own opinions beſt :). 
How hard the path of happineſs to find 
And yet how eaſy to-a willing mind l. 
Moſt, diſcontented of their lot complain z 
Wiſh for a change, but find that change ir in vain; 
As they their own unhappineſs remain. j 
The ſecret art to gain her wouldſt thou know 7. 
= Think thyſelf happy, — thou art really ſo:. | 
50 Due reſignation to. the: will of Heav n, 

A ſecond means of happineſs is giv'n. 
Supported thus, dependent on. the foul, 
In vain. external would diſturb the Whole, 
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Exert their 
Some trifle, 


For general mo 
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Tho' pleaſure ſmile, or dire misfortune frown, 
Still may ſt thou call true happineſs thy own. 
But moſt will follow, (fuch the pride of man 9 


As beſt, the? worſt, their own concerted plan; : 


Forget that N ature” 8 ſecond law 1 is this, =. 


Due m eration in enjoying bliſs -* 


tmoſt efforts to purkue 

ever varying, ever new : 
And act, regardleſs of thoſe duties givin, 

A e hand of Heav'n: 
On theſe their ſchemes of happineſs depend; 


VES, 


But find their means improper to its end: 


Too ſoon perceive their long ſou ght phantom fled; . 
And meet a train of ſorrows i in its ſtead. | 


Aſk you more proofs: ? ſtands not this truth confeſt ? | 


That Nature acts in all things for the beſt : 
< Always ſhe moves conſiſtent and the ſame, 


And, if man ers, his only i is the blame.” 


Yet ſome perhaps. may. cavil, and pretend 
Man form' d unable to fulfil his end : 


"00 13 F 
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Too weak, (ho ſuch his duty) to wa 
Thoſe very paſſions nature gave his ſoul. 
If wrong to, pleaſe thoſe, paſſions why - firſt giv vat 


If not, why made ſo ? — By. the will of Heav n. 
That Nature errs not muſt appear from this; 
Brutes in their ſtations never act amiſs; Tp 
Blind to the future, heedleſs of the paſt, 


Their hours are only noticet as they laſt: 
Each, as ſhe guides his proper lot ſupplies, 
Fulfils her orders, and unnoticed dies. 

Its various taſks the natural world performs : : 7 
Now rules the, ſun, and now impetuous ſtorms. 
And thro the whole creation we,canifſee 


Preſerv d fair order, and juſt harmony. 
If then ſo perfect in her general plan, 


Why ſhould ſhe droop, and ſail alone in man ? 
But, how unjuſt, how, erring, ſhall we find 


Theſe bold arraigners of th eternal mind! 


On — as fav rite children, is beftow'd 


E 


* 


To check their fury, and their ſpeed reſtrain: 2 
Freedom of choice, he added to the reſt, 


47] 


GoD gave us s paſſions for this general end, 

That man might mutual each on each depend. 
(For all our wants muſt from theſe paſſions riſe, 
And man to man theſe daily wants ſupplies.) 


But, leaſt theſe paſſions, with refiſtleſs force 


Should bear down all before them in their courſe; 
Deſtroy ſociety, confuſe the whole, ul 5 
And rule deſpotic maſters of the foul; 


He gave us Reaſon as a proper. rein, 


That man might chuſe what Reaſon thought the beſts > 
But, if perverted, different ends purſued, oF. 
Theſe turn to curſes tho intended good 3 

If proudly man refuſes to ſupply 


His proper rank, or act conſiſtently, Wl Þ 


Abuſes reaſon to ſome favourite ill, 
And fondly calls each fooliſh choice freewill, 
Can Nature juſtly bear the blame of this? 


Pure are her ways, — tis we that act amiſs, 
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All-ſeei g Wiſdom PAP diſtinctions nice 
Twixt every virtue and it's kindred view: 
Muſt he be blam'd if theſe are oft deſtroy'd ? 
Or render d „ by abſurd caprices, void F 
I, as opinion dictates, they obey | 

To- morrow virtue, what is vice to-day | 5 
How juſtly thereffire we infer that man 
Riſes in all things equal to his plan! 


When nature planted paſſions on the ſoul; 


1 o form ſociety, and link the whole, 


It wiſely added Reaſon, that the mind 
Might guide them to the good of all mankind; 


Turn to its proper object all their force, 


And mark the limits of their utmoſt. courſe. 


(When therefore errors in our conduct riſe, 


With us the blame, and not with N. ature, lies.) 
And when th' Almighty form'd * twixt good and ill 
Diſtinctions nice, He then beſtow'd Freewill. 


Since therefore men implicitly purſue 
What intereſt wills, or paſſion bids them do, 


DV o = — — 


Forget tlie nobler motives of 5 eee 1 


Guided by thee, dear parent, let me fy „ mY 
Thoſe dangerous follies, which they taſte, an die: 
Study the book of nature, and its laws; * : 1 ; 


Inform my kiln; Truth s ſacred call obey : 
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And live but reaſonable brutes on earth, 


Before I act, firſt know the Sion J cauſe : : 


Follow where Reaſon points che dubious way : - 
- Conſiſtent be in every thing I. can: 1 


* f ys 
And mould complete the character of .. 2 
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